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Needs for 

"Extended producer responsibility 

for textiles" 

 

The following document comprises an 

English translation by the Gemeinschaft 

für textile Zukunft (GftZ) of a joint state-

ment by the following organisations: BDE, 

bvse, GftZ and NABU on the topic of 

"Needs for extended producer responsi-

bility for textiles". 

The translated text is followed by the orig-

inal document in German language 

 

 

 

 

Needs for  

"Extended Producer Responsibility for Textiles" 

 

Post-consumer textiles have always been an important raw material. Today, the regional trade 

in used textiles has become a global market. Modern companies nowadays sort in a very dif-

ferentiated manner in order to reuse as high a proportion as possible. The used textiles indus-

try thus also makes a positive contribution to reducing the environmentally harmful effects 

caused by the production of new textiles.  

Until now, only the data of the used textiles study "Demand, Consumption, Reuse and Recy-

cling of Clothing and Textiles in Germany" by the bvse provides information on the composi-

tion, collection quantities and whereabouts of textiles after use. However, there is a lack of 

further fundamental information for the sectors of collectors, sorters and recyclers of used tex-

tiles. But even without a complete database, statements can already be made for a necessary 

transformation: 

› Current fashion trends lead to "fast fashion" behavior. The usual use phase of textiles 

has decreased significantly in recent years. 
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› Cheap fabrics made of mixed materials are increasing. This reduces the quality of the 

textiles, which has negative consequences for the reparability and durability of the prod-

ucts. In addition, even established recycling processes are becoming progressively more 

difficult. 

› Low-quality textiles from Asia are being offered to the market in developing countries in 

competition with second-hand goods. 

› Due to crises and import restrictions, markets are additionally restricted. 

› As a result of both, quantity increases and quality decreases, the proportion of non-re-

usable used textiles will continue to rise. 

› Waste management concepts are increasingly encouraging the separate collection of 

used textiles in the industrialized countries, so that Europe-wide collection volumes can 

be expected to grow. In particular, the implementation of the Waste Framework Directive, 

according to which used textiles must be collected separately everywhere in Europe by 

2025, will result in a very relevant increase in volumes. This will have an enormous im-

pact on the international market for used textiles. 

All these developments show that change is urgently needed. 

Experience with other waste streams, as well as studies from other countries, show that posi-

tive influence is possible at all levels through extended producer responsibility. 

So far, only France has introduced a system of extended producer responsibility for clothing, 

textiles and footwear. Sweden and the Netherlands have corresponding government resolu-

tions and are preparing a legal regulation. In Spain, too, there is a political decision to establish 

a system of extended producer responsibility for textiles. 

 

The signatories support an "Extended Producer Responsibility" that includes the follow-

ing issues in particular: 

› Specifications for the manufacturing and design of textiles through criteria such as dura-

bility as well as recyclability and repairability (also through the expansion of the 

Ecodesign Directive to these criteria). In addition, specifications must be made for the 

use of recycled fibres and other ecologically beneficial materials. 

› Minimum requirements for sorting and reuse and export of clothing, textiles and footwear, 

as well as requirements for recycling of goods that are no longer marketable and wear-

able. 

› Specifications for the organization and responsibilities in a new transparent overall sys-

tem. 

› Consideration of communication, documentation, verification, monitoring and control 

mechanisms. 

› Requirements for funding research and development. 

› Financing mechanisms for collection, sorting, reuse, high-quality recycling, information 

and for communication and control. These provide the basis for the implementation of all 

requirements in Germany. 
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Who has the extended producer responsibility? 

Manufacturers/producers who produce clothing, textiles and footwear in Germany are, 

within the framework of an extended producer responsibility which applies in Germany, ex-

clusively responsible for their share which typically accumulates as waste after use by a pri-

vate end consumer in Germany. 

 

Distributors who commercially import clothing, textiles and footwear to Germany are respon-

sible for the share that is typically generated as waste after use by a private end consumer. 

 

› Only those companies may place textiles on the German market that are registered with 

the respective agency and can prove to this agency that and how they verify extended 

producer responsibility for their share. There is already experience in France with the 

system of extended producer responsibility for clothing, textiles and footwear: Re Fash-

ion (formerly ECO-TLC). In Germany, all manufacturers and importers who market goods 

in Germany as the first distributor must participate in a system for all packaging that 

typically accumulates after use by private end consumers and register with the Central 

Packaging Agency and report their packaging quantities. 

›  

Important next steps in Germany 

› Discussion on concrete implementation models within the framework of extended pro-

ducer responsibility for textiles 

› Preparation of a concrete legal solution. 

Transferability of existing laws on extended producer responsibility to the area of textiles does 

not make sense due to the large individual specifics and the infrastructure already in place. 

 

Berlin/Bonn, December 10, 2020 

 

Signatures of BDE, bvse, GftZ, NABU 

 

 

Contact: Gemeinschaft für textile Zukunft (GftZ) 

   Phone:  +49 173 6300 550 

   Mail:  gemeinschaft@textile-zukunft.de 

   www.textile-zukunft.de 

  

http://www.textile-zukunft.de/
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